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International Politics (Pepi...) 
& Varied Technological Approaches

“Web Services”

Interoperable Desktop Apps
(communication via 

“message-passing”, e.g. 
“SAMP”)

Custom Mashups,  APIs Mixtures of all others, 
transparent to user
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astrobitz?
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Seamless Astronomy

Mockup based on work of Eli Bressert, excerpted from NASA AISRP proposal by
Goodman, Muench, Christian, Conti, Kurtz, Burke, Accomazzi, McGuinness, Hendler & Wong, 2008

astrobitz?

Semantic 
Search

Data Viewer
(e.g. WWT)

Literature 
Viewer

Archive 
Browser

Info Viz for 
Search 
Results
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What’s needed... 
is now common in daily life tools, but not in astronomy reserach.

“GIS/Layering”
“Ontology”

“Search”

“Selection”  

“Registration” 

“Measurement”
“Highlighting”

“Readable Labels” 

“Inference”

“Side-by-Side 
Comparison”

“Progressive Resolve”

“Zoom”

“Off-the-Desktop”

“Custom Site”
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Email with Room Numbers 
(result of search)

Area Map, with Photos
& Street Names from 

Google Maps

Interior Map on Long 
Beach CC Web Site

Requires “Ontology”

Requires “GIS/Layering”

Requires 
“Search”
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Putting these together....  

in order to yield: “Inference”: ...Wow, that’s about 600 feet, hope we can change the room!

...requires: “Selection”  ; “Registration”; 
; & “Measurement”; “Highlighting”“Readable Labels” 
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And, what about that 
“custom TripIt 
site” I made to 
organize all this?

What about the hotel 
& its location?
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“Inference”: ...Oh, that building with the funky paths outside is the Hyatt... what if I...

“Side-by-Side 
Comparison”

“Progressive Resolve”

“Zoom”Click
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What’s possible now?

“GIS/Layering”

“Ontology”

“Search”

“Selection”  

“Registration” 

“Measurement”

“Highlighting”

“Readable Labels” 

“Inference”

“Side-by-Side 
Comparison”

“Progressive Resolve”

“Zoom”

“Off-the-Desktop”

“Custom Site”
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We need to catch up to this & go beyond...
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